Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BONN 15835 261707Z 

45 

ACTION EUR-08 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO EURE-00 SSO-OO NSC-05 NSCE-00 

INR-05 CIAE-00 PM-03 OMB-01 SP-02 L-01 INRE-00 PRS-01 

SAJ-01 MC-01 /043W 

008372 

O R 261648Z SEP 75 

FM AMEMBASSY BONN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3178 

AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 

SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

INFO USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL BONN 15835 

LIMDIS 

LONDON ALSO FOR SECRETARY SCHLESINGER 
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SUBJECT: VISIT OF SECRETARY SCHLESINGER TO THE FRG: 
ADDITIONAL SUBSTANTIVE TOPICS 

REFS: (A) BONN 15229; (B) BONN 15071 

SUMMARY. EMBASSY HAS JUST 

LEARNED OF TWO ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS WHICH THE FMOD 
INTENDS TO RAISE WITH SECRETARY SCHLESINGER AND HIS 
STAFF DURING THEIR VISIT. THEY ARE AN EXTENSION OF 
THE DEADLINE FOR A FRG DECISION CONCERNING THE 
PURCHASE OF THE 

S-3A VIKING AIRCRAFT AND ALLEGATIONS 

THAT SECDEF AGREED WITH THE UK DEFENSE MINISTER MASON 
ON JOINT DEVELOPMENT OF A US/UK TANK. END SUMMARY. 

1. DURING A COURTESY CALL ON FMOD STATE SECRETARY 
DR. MANN, NEWLY ARRIVED MAAG CHIEF VAN HUSS WAS TOLD 
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DECISION THAT THE FRG IS REQUIRED TO MAKE BY OCTOBER 
3 1 . MANN TOLD VAN HUSS THAT TWO BUNDESTAG COMMITTEES 
(BUDGET AND DEFENSE) HAD TO BE CONVINCED OF THE NEED 
FOR THE FRG TO PROCURE THIS ITEM AND THAT THIS TAKES 
CONSIDERABLE TIME. WHILE MANN WOULD NOT SPECIFICALLY 
SO STATE, OUR MAAG CHIEF FEELS THAT HE WILL PROBABLY 
DISCUSS AN EXTENSION OF THE OCTOBER 31 DEADLINE. 

2. DURING HIS COURTESY CALL ON ADMIRAL ZIMMERMANN, 
VAN HUSS WAS ASKED ABOUT REPORTS ALLEGING 
THAT SECDEF HAD AGREED WITH UK DEFENSE MINISTER MASON 
THAT THE US AND UK WOULD JOINTLY DEVELOP A NEW TANK. 
ZIMMERMANN EXPRESSED AMAZEMENT AT THIS REPORT WHICH 
SEEMED TO IMPLY THAT THE FRG WOULD BE LEFT OUT OF 
THE PICTURE. ZIMMERMANN SAID HE EXPECTED THAT 
MINISTER LEBER WOULD RAISE THIS MATTER WITH SECRETARY 
SCHLESINGER DURING THE LATTER'S VISIT TO BONN. 
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